
 
 

 
 

 

The Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) 

cordially invites you to a Public Lecture by 

ASSAf Distinguished Visiting Scholar 

Professor Michael Levitt – Nobel Prize Laureate 

on 

Birth & Future of Multiscale Modeling of Macromolecules 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Date:  Monday 14 November 2016 

Time:  17:00 for 17:30 

Venue: Albert Luthuli Auditorium, National Research Foundation (Lynnwood, Pretoria) 

RSVP:  Please click here to confirm your attendance 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

About Prof Michael Levitt 

Michael Levitt, is a biophysicist and a professor of structural biology at Stanford 

University, a position he has held since 1987. Levitt received the 2013 Nobel 

Prize in Chemistry, together with Martin Karplus and Arieh Warshel, for the 

development of multiscale models for complex chemical systems. 

Levitt was one of the first researchers to conduct molecular dynamics 

simulations of DNA and proteins and developed the first software for this 

purpose. He is currently well-known for developing approaches to predict 

macromolecular structures, having participated in many Critical Assessment of 

Techniques for Protein Structure Prediction (CASP) competitions, where he 

criticised molecular dynamics for inability to refine protein structures. He has also worked on simplified 

representations of protein structure for analysing folding and packing and developing scoring systems 

for large-scale sequence-structure comparisons 

Brief Background on the Academy of Science of South Africa  

The Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) celebrates its 20th year in the service of society this 

year. ASSAf was inaugurated in May 1996. It was formed in response to the need for an Academy of 

Science consonant with the dawn of democracy in South Africa: activist in its mission of using science 

and scholarship for the benefit of society, with a mandate encompassing all scholarly disciplines that 

use an open-minded and evidence-based approach to build knowledge.   

ASSAf thus adopted in its name the term 'science' in the singular as reflecting a common way of 

enquiring rather than an aggregation of different disciplines. Its Members are elected on the basis of a 

combination of two principal criteria, academic excellence and significant contributions to society. 

 

                                                     

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMyUm_bOVtJM-x5PvkJ_L3o8nboWQcfCLIymecUkMb5npFyQ/viewform

