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About the Roundtable
How can the African academies of science raise the profile of and grow ocean sciences in Africa? What is
the path forward for advancing ocean sciences to support sustainable economic growth in African
countries?
The purpose of the roundtable is to have a robust discussion as we seek to foster productive dialogue
between the policy and academic communities with the goals of growing ocean sciences, elevating their
importance, and incorporating ocean science knowledge into decision-making in Africa.

About the U.S. Department of State
The United States Department of State advises the President in the formulation and execution of foreign
policy. As Chief Executive, the President has overall responsibility for United States foreign policy. The
Department of State’s primary objective in the conduct of foreign relations is to promote the long-range
security and well-being of the United States. The Department determines and analyzes the facts relating
to American overseas interests, make recommendations on policy and future action, and carries out
established policy. It also engages in continuous consultations with the American public, the Congress,
other U.S. departments and agencies, as well as foreign governments. It negotiates treaties and
agreements with foreign nations, represents the United States at the United Nations and in more than 50
major international organizations in which the U.S. participates, and at more than 800 international
conferences annually.

About the U.S. Science Envoy Program
Launched in 2010, the U.S. Science Envoy Program asks eminent U.S. scientists and engineers to leverage
their expertise and networks to forge connections and identify opportunities for sustained international
cooperation. Science Envoys focus on issues of common interest in science, technology, and engineering
fields. They are instrumental in strengthening bilateral S&T relationships, reaching out to foreign publics,
and advancing policy objectives such as increasing the number of women in science and advocating for
science-based decision-making

About The American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS)
The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest general scientific
society and publisher of the journal Science as well as Science Translational Medicine, Science Signaling,
a digital, open-access journal, Science Advances, and beginning in 2016, two new journals—Science
Robotics and Science Immunology. AAAS was founded in 1848 and includes some 250 affiliated societies
and academies of science, serving 10 million individuals. Science has the largest paid circulation of any
peer-reviewed general science journal in the world. The non-profit AAAS is open to all and fulfills its
mission to “advance science and serve society” through initiatives in science policy, international
programs, science education, public engagement, and more. For the latest research news, log onto
EurekAlert!, the premier science-news Web site, a service of AAAS.

About The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)
The World Academy of Sciences, TWAS, the voice for science in the South. TWAS is a global science
academy based in Trieste, Italy, working to advance science and engineering for sustainable prosperity in
the developing world. It was founded in 1983 by a distinguished group of scientists from the developing
world, under the leadership of Abdus Salam, the Pakistani physicist and Nobel laureate. They shared a
belief that developing nations, by building strength in science and engineering, could build the knowledge
and skill to address such challenges as hunger, disease and poverty. The Third World Academy of Sciences,
as it was first known, was inaugurated officially in 1985 during a ceremony attended by UN SecretaryGeneral Javier Pérez de Cuéllar. Initially, TWAS had 42 elected fellows – nine of them Nobel laureates.
Today, TWAS has 1,176 elected Fellows in more than 90 countries; 16 of them are Nobel laureates. About
85% come from developing nations, and the rest are scientists and engineers from the developed world
whose work has had a significant impact in the South. TWAS Fellows are some of the world's most
accomplished scientists and engineers, and they are the foundation for all of the Academy's work. TWAS
works actively to grow scientific capacity in developing nations around the world.

About Oregon State University
Oregon State University is a leading public research university located in Corvallis, one of the safest,
smartest, greenest small cities in the nation. Founded in 1868, Oregon State is the state’s Land Grant
university and is one of only two universities in the U.S. to have Sea Grant, Space Grant and Sun Grant
designations. As Oregon’s leading public research university, with $308.9 million in external funding in the
2015 fiscal year, Oregon State’s impact reaches across the state and beyond. With 11 colleges, 15
Agricultural Experiment Stations, 35 county Extension offices, the Hatfield Marine Science Center in
Newport and OSU-Cascades in Bend, Oregon State has a presence in every one of Oregon’s 36 counties,
with a statewide economic footprint of $2.232 billion.

About Meridian International Center
Meridian International Center is a premier nonprofit, global leadership organization headquartered in
Washington, DC, and is dedicated to promoting international understanding through the exchange of
people, ideas, and the arts. The Center has worked on behalf of international visitors for over 55 years.
The highly experienced professional staff is drawn from government, academia, and private sector, and is
well-informed on a wide range of domestic and international issues. Their personal familiarity with other
countries and people ensures a high degree of cultural sensitivity. The staff has organized programs in
many fields, and is skilled in developing and arranging thematic projects covering any topic. With its
emphasis on thoughtful, individual programming and careful attention to detail, Meridian has earned a
reputation for programming excellence.

Roundtable Participants
Roundtable Host
-

Dr. Jane Lubchenco, U.S. Science Envoy for the Ocean, U.S. Department of State and University
Distinguished Professor, Oregon State University

Guest of Honor
-

H.E, Mrs. A. G. Fakim, President of the Republic of Mauritius

U.S. Department of State Representatives
-

H.E. Mark L. Asquino, Chargé d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy in Mauritius
Ms. Ameliah Croft, U.S. Department of State – Foreign Affairs Officer, State Department Bureau
of African Affairs
Ms. Susan T. Hamilton, Regional Environment Office for East Africa, U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa
Ms. Anne Mwendar, PD/ ESTH Rangel Fellow, U.S. Embassy in Mauritius
Ms. Jessica Richardson, Political & Economic Officer Assistant and Grants Manager, U.S. Embassy
in Mauritius
Mr. Isaiah Tuolienuo, Regional Environment Program Assistant, West and Central Africa, U.S.
Embassy Accra

Special Guests
-

Dr. Kelly Kryc, Energy and Environment Consultant, Kryc Strategic
Dr. Nirmal Jivan Shah, Director, Nature Seychelles
Dr. Bernard Slippers, Professor, University of Pretoria, South Africa

African Science Academy Participants
-

Dr. Olanike Adeyemo, African Academy of Sciences
Ms. Nadia Algera, Academy of Science of South Africa
Dr. Moamer Eltayeb Ali, Sudanese National Academy of Sciences
Mr. AK Armah, Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences
Prof. Roseanne Diab, Academy of Science of South Africa
Dr. Salif Diop, Senegal Academy of Science and Technology
Dr. Jean Folack, ENVI-REP Cameroon
Prof. A. Chidi Ibe, Nigerian Academy of Science
Dr. Yousuf Maudarbocus, Mauritius Academy of Science and Technology
Dr. Yunus Mgaya, Tanzania Academy of Sciences
Dr. Manta Nowbuth, University of Mauritius
Prof. Driss Ouazar, Hassan II Academy of Science and Technology
Prof. Cherif Sammari, National Institute of Marine Sciences and Technology, Tunisia

Global Young Academy Participants
-

Dr. Jonathan C. Anyanwu, Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Nigeria
Dr. Utibe Iba Daniel, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria
Dr. Thierry Hoareau, University of Pretoria, South Africa

-

Dr. Etinosa O. Igbinosa , University of Benin, Benin City-Nigeria
Dr. C. Prakash Khedun, University of Mauritius
Dr. Louis Kotzé, North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa
Dr. Angus Macdonald, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa
Mr. Nadeem Nazurally, University of Mauritius, Reduit
Dr. Hema Rughoonundun, University of Mauritius
Dr. Amos Saurombe, University of South Africa

Agenda
Sunday, July 24, 2016
Arrive according to individual itineraries and transit to hotel, Le Meridien. Please contact the Meridian
International Center Logistics Team with any issues related to the transit or hotel check-in:
Ms. Zaida Yousuf
Mobile: +1 703 346 3138
Email: zyousuf@meridian.org
Mr. Sean Callaghan
Mobile: +1 202 577 7298
Email: scallaghan@meridian.org
5:00 pm 8:00 pm

Conference Registration
Location: Le Meridien Business Center

Please check in at the Registration Table to receive conference materials, including a briefing book with
agenda. This will also be an opportunity to present to the Meridian team any receipts for reimbursement.
Light refreshments will be provided.

Monday, July 25, 2016
Bel Air Room, Le Meridien Business Center
Morning Session Chair: Dr. Jane Lubchenco
8:30 am
Welcome and Opening Remarks
Dr. Jane Lubchenco
8:40 am
Welcome from Mauritius Academy of Sciences
Dr. Yousuf Maudarbocus
Immediate Past President, Mauritius Academy of Science and Technology
8:45 am
Self-Introductions
All
9:05 am
Keynote Address
Her Excellency, Mrs. A. G. Fakim
The President of the Republic of Mauritius
10:15 am
Coffee and Tea Break and Group Photos
10:45 am
Roundtable Framing and Goal Setting
Dr. Jane Lubchenco – Framing Remarks
All: Discussion about the goals
11:15 am
Panel Theme 1: Relevance of Ocean Sciences to Africa
Moderator: Dr. Kelly Kryc
Panelist 1: Dr. Jean Folack, President ENVI-REP Cameroon, Cameroon Academy of Science
Panelist 2: Dr. Yunus Mgaya, Professor of Aquatic Sciences, Tanzania Academy of Sciences
Panelist 3: Dr. Driss Ouazar, Professor, Hassan II Academy of Science and Technology
Panelist 4: Ms. Nadia Algera, Program Officer, Academy of Science of South Africa
Panelist 5: Mr. Nadeem Nazurally, Lecturer, University of Mauritius, Reduit

Discussion towards outcome and actions
Guiding Questions:
1. What is the most compelling rationale for growing ocean sciences in your country?

2. Who are the most effective spokespeople for this need?
3. What are the best mechanisms to work on enhancing this scientific capacity across the continent
or within regions?
Summarize
12:30 pm
Lunch at 180ᵒ Restaurant
1:30 pm
Afternoon session chair: Dr. Kelly Kryc
Panel Theme 2: Growing scientific capacity in today’s world
Moderator: Dr. Yousuf Maudarbocus
Panelist 1: Prof. Roseanne Diab, Executive Officer, Academy of Science of South Africa
Panelist 2: Dr. Salif Diop, Professor, Senegal Academy of Science and Technology
Panelist 3: Dr. Bernard Slippers, Associate Professor, University of Pretoria
Panelist 4: Dr. Thierry Hoareau, Research Fellow, University of Pretoria
Discussion towards outcome and actions
Guiding Questions:
1. What have we learned about growing scientific capacity? (what works, what doesn’t?)
2. How can we take advantage of a more interconnected Africa and a more interconnected
world?
Summarize
2:40 pm
Coffee and Tea Break
3:00 pm
Panel Theme 3: Ensuring ocean science informs policy, management, and public understanding
Moderator: Prof. Roseanne Diab
Panelist 1: Dr. Nirmal Jivan Shah, Chief Executive Officer, Nature Seychelles
Panelist 2: Prof. A. Chidi Ibe, Professor of Oceanography, Nigerian Academy of Science
Panelist 3: Dr. Olanike Adeyemo, Professor, African Academy of Science
Panelist 4: Dr. Manta Nowbuth, Head of the Department of Ocean Sciences, University of Mauritius
Panelist 5: Mr. Ayaa K. Armah, Senior Lecturer, University of Ghana
Discussion towards outcome and actions
Guiding Questions:
1. How should academies and other partners work together on this?
2. Are we training our students to be successful in communication, outreach, policy and
management? If not, what needs to change?
3. What needs to happen next?
Summarize

4:20 pm
Review idea of statement and summarize key points from the day
Ms. Ameliah Croft, Foreign Affairs Officer, U.S. Department of State
5:00 pm
Film Screening
Vey nou Lagon
5:30 pm
Adjourn
6:30 pm
Networking Reception and Dinner at 180ᵒ Restaurant
Informal Remarks from young scientists
Dr. Jonathan C. Anyanwu, Lecturer, Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Nigeria
Dr. Utibe Ita Daniel, Doctor, University of Port Harcourt
Dr. Thierry Hoareau, Research Fellow, University of Pretoria
Dr. Hema Rughoonundun, University of Mauritius
Mr. Nadeem Nazurally, Lecturer, University of Mauritius, Reduit
Dr. Amos Saurombe, Professor, University of South Africa

Tuesday, July 26, 2016
Bel Air Room, Le Meridien Business Center
9:00 am
Welcome and Summary of Previous Day
Dr. Jane Lubchenco
9:10 am
Breakout Groups: The path forward for ocean sciences in Africa
1. Identify a roadmap for future collaborative action towards achieving the outcomes from the
roundtable
2. Who else needs to be involved? Who will lead this effort?
3. What is the most effective ‘case statement’ for growing ocean sciences?
4. Who will be the most effective champions?
5. Agree to key points for a joint statement/policy recommendations that the Academies can
publicize (to be finalized within next few weeks?)
6. Pledge for a follow-up roundtable in a year?
10:00 am
Coffee and Tea Break
10:15 am
Reports from Breakout Groups and General Discussion
11:15 am
Review and Discuss Possible Statement
12:00 pm
Closing Remarks
U.S. Embassy Charge d’affairs Mark L. Asquino
Dr. Jane Lubchenco
12:30 pm
Adjourn and Lunch at 180ᵒ Restaurant

Roundtable Host
Dr. Jane Lubchenco
U.S. Science Envoy for the Ocean, U.S. Department of State and
University Distinguished Professor,
Oregon State University

Dr. Lubchenco is a world renowned environmental scientist with experience in
the worlds of science, academia, government, and conservation. She is a
champion of science and of the stronger engagement of scientists in key
issues of our time.
She was the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) from 2009-2013. Nominated by President
Obama in December 2008 as part of his “Science Team,” she is a marine ecologist and environmental
scientist by training, with expertise in oceans, climate change, and interactions between people and the
environment. Under her leadership, NOAA focused on restoring fisheries to sustainability and
profitability, restoring oceans and coasts to a healthy state, protecting marine mammals and
endangered species, ensuring continuity of the Nation’s weather and other environmental satellites,
developing a Weather-Ready Nation, promoting climate science and delivering climate information and
services to inform understanding and adaptation, strengthening science and ensuring scientific integrity
at NOAA.
She now holds the title of University Distinguished Professor at Oregon State University. She received
her B.A. in biology from Colorado College, her M.S. in zoology from the University of Washington, and a
Ph.D. in ecology from Harvard University. Her academic career as a professor began at Harvard
University (1975-1977) and continued at Oregon State University (1977-2009) until her appointment as
NOAA administrator.
Dr. Lubchenco has served as president of the American Association for Advancement of Science (AAAS)
and the International Council for Science (ICSU). She is one of the “most highly cited” ecologists in the
world; eight of her publications are recognized as “Science Citation Classics.” She is an elected member
of the National Academy of Sciences; the Royal Society; TWAS, The World Academy of Science, and the
Chilean Academy of Science. Dr. Lubchenco has received numerous awards including a MacArthur
“genius” award, 20 honorary doctorates, the Zayed International Prize for the Environment, the Blue
Planet Prize, The World Academy of Sciences Medal, and the Miguel Alemán Medal. She was named
“2010 Newsmaker of the Year” by the scientific journal Nature.She co-founded three organizations that
enhance communication of scientific knowledge to the public, policy makers, media and industry: The
Leopold Leadership Program, the Communication Partnership for Science and the Sea (COMPASS), and
Climate Central.

Guest of Honor
Her Excellency, Mrs. A. G. Fakim
The President of the Republic of Mauritius
Ameenah Gurib-Fakim has been, prior to joining the State House, the Managing
Director of the Centre International de Développement Pharmaceutique (CIDP)
Research and Innovation as well as Professor of Organic Chemistry with an
endowed chair at the University of Mauritius. Since 2001, she has served
successively as Dean of the Faculty of Science and Pro Vice Chancellor (20042010). She has also worked at the Mauritius Research Council as Manager for
Research (1995-1997).
Ms. Gurib-Fakim earned a BSc in Chemistry from the University of Surrey, UK (1983), and a PhD from the
University of Exeter (1987), at which time she began working at the University of Mauritius. Between 1987
and 1992, she served as Project Leader for the first Regional Research Project on the Inventory and Study
of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants of the Indian Ocean funded by the European Development Fund under
the aegis of the Indian Ocean Commission. During 2000-2002, she served as the National Coordinator for
the ‘Indian Ocean University’ funded by the European Union.
She has participated in several consultation meetings on environmental issues organized by international
organisations such as the World Bank, SIDA, CIDA, EU and UN amongst others. Between 2011 and 2013,
she was elected and served as Chairperson of the International Council for Scientific Union – Regional
Office for Africa.
She has also served as an Independent Director on the Board of Barclays Bank of Mauritius Ltd between
2012 and 2015.
As a Founding Member of the Pan African Association of African Medicinal Plants, she co-authored the
first ever African Herbal Pharmacopoeia.
She has authored and/or co-edited 28 books and several book chapters and scientific articles in the field
of biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. She has lectured extensively across the world
and is a Member of the Editorial Boards of major journals, has served on Technical Committees in various
capacities, including the Chair of several National Committees in Mauritius.
Ms. Gurib-Fakim has been elected Fellow of the Linnean Society of London in 2007, Fellow of the Islamic
Academy of Science, Jordan, in 2009, and Fellow of the African Science Institute in 2010 and the African
Academy of Sciences. Ms Gurib-Fakim received the 2007 L’Oréal-UNESCO Prize for Women in Science and
Laureate of the National Economic and Social Council. She is recipient of the special prize from the
CTA/NEPAD/AGRA/RUFORUM and the African Union Commission Award for Women in Science, both in
2009.

Dr. (Mrs) Gurib-Fakim, was elevated to the Order of the Commander of the Star and Key by the
Government of Mauritius in 2008, and admitted to the Order of the Order of the Chevalier de L’Ordre des
Palmes Académiques by the Government of France in 2010, and received DSc from the Université Pierre
et Marie Curie (Sorbonne Université), Paris, France in 2013 and from Greenwich University Pakistan
(2015).
In 2014, Dr. (Mrs) Gurib-Fakim became the first Mauritian to address the prestigious TEDGlobal
Conference in Rio de Janeiro.
On 05 June 2015, Dr. (Mrs) Gurib-Fakim was sworn in as the 6th President and the First Female President
of the Republic of Mauritius. She was elevated to the Order of GCSK by the Government of Mauritius and
received the Legion d’Honneur from the Government of France in 2016.

U.S. Department of State Representatives
H.E., Mark L. Asquino
Chargé d’Affaires, U.S. Embassy in Mauritius
Chargé d’Affaires Mark L. Asquino (Ambassador retired) is a career Foreign
Service officer with the rank of Minister Counselor. He retired from the U.S.
Department of State in November 2015. Spanning over three decades, his career
included postings in Latin America, Europe, Central Asia and Africa. During 20122015, he served as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Equatorial Guinea.
Mr. Asquino previously served as Deputy Chief of Mission in Sudan and in Kazakhstan. In Washington, he
was Chief of Staff in the Office of the Under Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human Rights
at the U.S. Department of State. From 2010-2011, he had an academic year detail from the Department
of State as the Senior Public Diplomacy Fellow at George Washington University. Earlier in his career, Mr.
Asquino was Deputy Coordinator in the Office of the Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization at
the Department of State. He is fluent in Spanish and has a working knowledge of French, Russian and
Romanian.
Chargé d’Affaires Asquino earned a Ph.D. in American Civilization from Brown University, where he also
did his undergraduate studies. He is married to Jane S. Asquino.

Special Guests
Dr. Kelly Kryc
Energy and Environment Consultant, Kryc Strategic
Dr. Kelly Kryc is currently an energy and environment consultant with Kryc Strategic,
a company she started in 2010.
Until recently, she served the Obama Administration as a Senior Policy Analyst for
Energy, Water and Ocean Sciences in the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy.
Prior to her OSTP job, Kelly was a Foreign Affairs Officer in the Office of Marine Conservation at the U.S.
Department of State, where she worked on fisheries and marine science issues. At the Department of
State, Kelly also served as their first Energy and Water Advisor for two years. Her policy experience
includes a Congressional Science Fellowship with the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources where she focused on energy and water issues and drafted legislation securing the U.S. Helium
supply chain that was signed into law in 2013.
Prior to working in the public sector, Kelly was a scientific program manager for the Integrated Ocean
Drilling Program and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation where she worked to provide strategic
direction to these programs.
Kelly earned a B.A. with honors in geology and marine science from Middlebury College (1994), an M.S. in
oceanography from the Graduate School of Oceanography at the University of Rhode Island (1998), a
Ph.D. in earth science from Boston University (2002), and conducted post-doctoral research at Stanford
University. She studied the geologic history of climate change in Antarctica and spent four field seasons
working on the continent

Dr. Nirmal Jivan Shah
Director, Nature Seychelles
Dr. Nirmal Jivan Shah has a Bachelor’s degree in business, an MSc and PhD in
biology and ecology. He has occupied senior environmental positions in the
Parastatal, Government, private and NGO sectors as well as worked for
international organisations such as the World Bank, IUCN, Sida, and several UN
agencies. He is a leading civil society leader being instrumental in the
development of civil society in Seychelles through various means such as being chair of LUNGOS (the
umbrella organisation of NGOs in Seychelles) for 6 years. He is the Chief Executive of Nature Seychelles
(BirdLife International Partner in Seychelles and IUCN Member). He is the President’s Special Envoy for
Environment and Climate Change, Managing Director of ENVI.R.O, Chair of the Seychelles National
Environment Advisory Council, Chair of the Centre for Environment and Education, and Board Member of

local and international organisations including the University of Seychelles, National Disaster Relief
Foundation, Public Health Appeals Board, etc. He is also the Honorary Consul for Mauritius in Seychelles.
He has designed and led implementation of internationally acclaimed, world class projects that have
dramatically rescued several bird species from extinction, including the once Critically Endangered
Seychelles Magpie Robin and Seychelles Scops Owl being down listed on the IUCN Red List in 2005, the
Seychelles Fody being removed from BirdLife International’s Threatened Birds of the World listing in 2006
and the (once Critically Endangered) Seychelles Warbler envisaged to be removed from this list by 2016.
This work has inspired similar projects by other organisations to take place on other species. His deep
commitment is ongoing having developed and coordinated partnerships for the rescue of the Seychelles
Flycatcher, the only critically endangered bird left in Seychelles, for research of the Critically Endangered
Seychelles Sheath-tailed Bat and on the Seychelles Sooglosid Frogs.
His personal focus to protect habitats on Cousin Island Special Reserve has been validated with recently
published papers that showed an incredible 8 fold increase of the Hawksbill turtle population, and the
Reserve containing the highest biomass of commercially valuable and over fished sea cucumbers in the
Seychelles granitic islands. Another project which saw much investment of personal effort, a wetland site
called The Sanctuary at Roche Caiman, drew accolades from the Seychelles Minister for Environment and
has won the International Innovation Prize (The George) in 2011 from the World Leisure Organisation.
Having secured two World Bank/GEF Medium Sized Projects for Nature Seychelles, Nirmal has
coordinated ecosystem restoration programs on privately-owned islands such as Fregate, Cousine, Denis
and Darros for the establishment of threatened biodiversity, leading to conservation programs being
taken up, managed and funded by the private owners. The species stakeholder groups he set up including
the Seychelles Seabird Group are the only ones of their kind still going strong in Seychelles.
His tireless efforts in public education include permanent columns in newspapers, blogs, regular programs
on radio and frequent appearances and interviews on television. He has appeared on BBC, CNN, CBS,
Radio Television France, Reuters, China’s CCCTV, India’s Doordashan, Southern Africa’s, SABC and others,
appearing live on The Today Show on NBC, and being quoted in leading publications including the
Guardian, Financial Times, and New Scientist.
He is the founder of the highly regarded and award winning Wildlife Clubs of Seychelles with popular clubs
in all the schools. He was the coordinator of Seychelles’ first National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
as well for the Environment Management Plan of Seychelles 2000-2010. He has undertaken some of the
first Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) in Seychelles marrying tourism and other development
with environmental protection. He has been involved in drafting of various environmental laws and
policies, including being the first chair of the ISO 14001 national committee to establish environmental
standards.
He is currently leading the management of a climate change adaptation coral reef restoration project, the
world’s largest using the “reef gardening” method. His multi-disciplinary and cross cutting work has
extended in the East African Region, notably being founding member and recent outgoing President of
the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA).

Dr. Bernard Slippers
Professor, University of Pretoria, South Africa
Bernard Slippers is a Professor in Genetics at the University of Pretoria (UP). He
is a core team member of the Tree Protection Co-operative Programme and
Centre of Excellence in Tree Health Biotechnology in the Forestry and Agricultural
Biotechnology Institute (FABI). Bernard’s research focuses on the ecology and
evolution of insects and micro-organisms that affect tree health, and the development of tools to mitigate
their impact. He has received wide recognition for his research nationally and internationally. He holds a
B1 rating from the National Research Foundation and recently received the Chancellors Medal, the highest
research award from UP. He has published more than 185 papers, an edited book and a number of book
chapters. He has supervised or co-supervised more than 50 MSc and PhD students. He is a founding
member of the Global Young Academy (GYA) and the South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS).
He has served in the leadership of both these organizations, including as co-chair of the GYA. Bernard is
also a Young Affiliate of Academy of Science of the Developing World (TWAS). He currently leads the
Future Africa project at UP, aimed at developing excellence in transdisciplinary science leadership for
innovation in Africa. The Africa Science Leadership Programme is an initiative of Future Africa and the
Global Young Academy, aimed at supporting the development of excellence in leadership amongst a
network of early to mid-career academics.

African Science Academy Participants
Dr. Olanike Adeyemo
Professor, African Academy of Science
Professor Olanike Adeyemo’s research is focused on Aquatic and Wildlife
Epidemiology and Toxicology, Food Safety and Global Public Health. Her research
which has been widely cited, and has been used to establish the contamination of
Nigeria’s aquatic system by lead and produced reference database for pollution using
GIS technology, Spatial Analysis and GIS modelling. She has also linked ecotoxicology
to epidemiology of diseases in fish and wildlife; public health risk associated with food safety and contact
with infectious diseases. In 2011, she was appointed an epidemiological and toxicological expert on the
Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee (JECFA). More recently, she developed molecular biomarkers of oil spill
and dispersants pollution in fish and was invited to present her research at the 2015 Gulf of Mexico
Research Initiative Oil Spill and Ecosystem Science Conference. Furthermore, the policy brief she
submitted towards the 2015 United Nations Global Sustainable Development Report was listed as one of
the top ten most commented on article out of the 187 submissions accepted.
Prof. Adeyemo has over 100 publications in learned journals. She has received prestigious funding and
awards towards research and professional development from organizations such as, but not limited to,
MASHAV, Israel (2005), and USDA/USAID, USA (2006), USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service, USA (2008), IFS,
Sweden (2010-2012), and Schlumberger Foundation, USA (2013-2015).
She is a Fellow of the Nigerian Academy of Science (2016), African Academy of Sciences (2012), and (2010)
African Scientific Institute (2010). She was listed in ASI’s 2011 edition of “Black Achievers in Science and
Technology. She represented Nigeria on Eisenhower Fellowship in 2007, Fellow (2002) Leadership for
Environment and Development, UK. She is listed in African Success: People Changing the Face of Africa; a
database of successful African personalities. She also holds the membership of the Global Young Academy
and several other learned societies.

Ms. Nadia Algera
Program Officer, Academy of Science of South Africa
Nadia Algera is a Programme Officer (for Energy and Environment) at the
Academy of Science of South Africa. She obtained her BSc (in Oceanography and
Zoology) from the University of Cape Town and her MSc (in Coastal Geoscience
and Engineering) from the Christian-Albrechts University of Kiel, Germany. Nadia
began her career as a coastal researcher and numerical modeller at the Council
for Scientific and Industrial Researcher (CSIR) before moving onto being the principal numerical modeller
for WSP Africa Coastal Engineers. In 2011 she relocated to Kigali, Rwanda, continuing her modelling and
general oceanographic work for WSP as an independent consultant until late 2013, before joining ASSAf
in March 2014.

Nadia is a registered professional natural scientist with the South African Council for Natural Scientific
Professions.

Dr. Moamer Eltayeb Ali,
Dean of Faculty of Marine Sciences, Sudanese National Academy of Sciences
Moamer Eltayeb Ali Mohammed, from Sudan, Dean Faculty of Marine Sciences and
Fisheries, Red Sea University. PhD in Environmental Studies. PhD thesis on
Assessment of the Health Status of the Sudanese Red Sea Fringing Reefs.
His recent publications include Coral diversity and similarity along Sudanese Red Sea
Fringing reef, 2016; Habitat Monitoring in Dungonab Bay–Mukawwar Island MPASudan, 2016; Coral reef Monitoring in Dungonab Bay–Mukawwar Island MPA- Sudan; National Initiatives
for Climate Change Adaptation in the Coastal Zone of Sudan, 2015; Assessment of Sudanese Coastal Zone
Vulnerability and adaptation to Climate Change, 2014; Policy Assessment on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Management report. National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BBSAP), Higher Council for
Environment and Natural Resources (HCENR), 2014.
He is a member of groups, committee and councils such as The Council of UNESCO Chair for Marine
Science and Oceanography, Sudan; Working group of National Plan for Adaptation to Climate Changes
Project, Red Sea State, Port Sudan, Sudan; The Technical Committee of Marine Resources Assessment
Project, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, Red Sea State, Sudan; National
Intergovernmental Oceanic Commission Sub- Committee; National Committee to Respond to Emergency
Situations with oil Pollution, Sudan.

Mr. Ayaa Kojo Armah
Senior Lecturer, Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences
Mr. A. K. Armah holds the M.Sc. degree in Coastal Management (University of
Newcastle, United Kingdom), MSc in Marine Biology (University of Ghana) and a
Diploma in Marine Benthic Ecology (University of Bremen, Germany). He has over 30
years’ experience in teaching, research, project management and environmental
consulting mainly in the marine sector. He has published over 25 articles and coauthored 6 books. His current main areas of research interest and expertise are coastal management,
marine benthic biodiversity and ecology, environmental impact assessment and shrimp mariculture. He
has undertaken several scientific cruises including a trip to the Great Barrier Reef. Currently, he teaches
mainly graduate courses at the Department of Marine and Fisheries Sciences of the University of Ghana
where he has been a key player in the establishment of both undergraduate and graduate programs in
Oceanography & Fisheries for the University of Ghana. He is a member of the Ghana Maritime Boundary
Technical Committee.

Professor Roseanne Diab
Executive Officer, Academy of Science South Africa
Professor Roseanne Diab is the full- time Executive Officer of the Academy of Science
of South Africa (ASSAf) and Emeritus Professor in the School of Environmental
Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal. She is a Member of ASSAf and is recognised for
her research contributions in the field of atmospheric sciences, particularly air quality,
climate change and tropospheric ozone variability. She is a Fellow of the African
Academy of Sciences, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and of the South African Geographical Society.
She has been a Fulbright senior research scholar, and has been a member of a number of international
bodies such as the International Ozone Commission (IOC) and the Commission on Atmospheric Chemistry
and Global Pollution (CACGP). She has served on the Scientific Steering Group of the Stratospheric
Processes and Research in Climate Committee, a committee of the World Climate Research Programme
(WCRP). Prof Diab served as Co-Chair of the InterAcademy Council panel that reviewed the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2010.

Dr. Salif Diop
Professor, Senegal Academy of Science and Technology
Professor Salif Diop has been working at the United Nations, in particular
at UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA) as a Senior
Officer for nearly 16 years. He is a water specialist with extensive
experience in various aspects of coastal oceanography, freshwater
assessment, aquatic and marine issues, sustainable management and development. He holds from
University Louis Pasteur, Strasbourg, France, a 3rd cycle doctorate he defended in 1978 and a state
doctorate he defended in 1986. He had spent a 1-year sabbatical as a Senior Fulbright Scholar in Rosenstiel
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences of the University of Miami, USA, Division of Biological and
Living Resources in 1986/87.
He is a member of various expert and working groups, including numerous scientific and research
institutions. He has more than 40 referred publications with 6 books as main author and co-author and
has been awarded a Nobel Peace Prize Certificate – IPCC 2007. Other 120 publications can be added to
his own list as technical documents, research work, monographs, thesis, abstracts, and book reviews. He
is a University Professor, Member of the National Academy of Sciences and Techniques of Senegal since
February 2006, Member of the African Academy of Sciences (ASS) since December 2009 and Member of
The World Academy of Sciences for the Advancement of Sciences in the Developing Countries (TWAS)
since October 2010.

Dr. Jean Folack
President, ENVI-REP Cameroon
Dr. Jean Folack received both his doctorate and master degrees in Oceanography
from the University of Aix, Marseille, France. He has since held a broad range of
positions in the field of environmental sciences. He currently serves as the
president for ENVI-REP Cameroon where he manages the financial and
administrative aspect of the bureau. He has also worked as a consultant for several organizations such as,
but not limited to, CLEANMAG RD in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) and FAO/MINEPED
in Cameroon, and the UNDP in DR Congo. Dr. Folack joined the Ministry of Environment Nature Protection
and Sustainable Development (MINEPDED) as a National Coordinator, and later worked as a Team Leader,
Project Coordinator and Chief of Mission for MINEPDED.
Previously he promoted the work of the Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation Cameroon as the
Interim Director. Dr. Folack has also worked for UNESCO as a Regional Coordinator and a GIS National
Expert where he carried out country situation analysis with aim to update existing policies, plans and
administrative management structures in the management of coastal zone. Dr. Folack is a actively
participates in the Inter-African Committee of Oceanography, Panel of Experts of the Law of the Sea of
IOC/UNESCO, the African Committee on Vulnerability and Adaption to Impacts of Climate Change and
Accelerate Sea Level Rise, the Experts panel for Science, Technology, and Advisor for International Waters
of GEF/PNUE since 2003, the Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa from 2000-2013, and the
Consortium, Sustainable Development and International Engineering Bureau.

Professor A. Chidi Ibe
Professor of Oceanography, Nigerian Academy of Science
A. Chidi Ibe earned a Ph.D from the University of London and a DIC from the Royal
School of Mines, Imperial College of Science and Technology, London in 1980
specializing in Marine Organic Geochemistry and Sedimentology. Before embarking
on graduate studies, he had worked for the Shell-BP Petroleum Development (Nig)
Company, first as a Well Site Petroleum Engineer and later, as a Reservoir/Production
Geologist. He was elected to membership of the American Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE of AIME)
in December 1977. After a brief stint in London as a post-doctoral Research Assistant in 1980, he returned
to Nigeria in 1981 to join the Nigerian Institute of Oceanography and Marine Research (NIOMR), Victoria
Island, Nigeria as a Researcher. An early participant in the activities of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) in the late 1980s, Chidi Ibe contributed severally to Working Groups of SCOR and
SCOPE and was a member of UN-GESAMP. While on sabbatical from NIOMR in 1989, he served as a Senior
Resident Consultant in UNEP Headquarters, Nairobi where he was the Coordinator of UNEP’s Climate
Change Activities in Africa. In April 1990, he participated in the First White House Conference on Climate
Change in Washington DC, USA as a Special Adviser to Nigeria’s Ministerial Delegation. He joined UNESCO
in January, 1991 as a Senior Assistant Executive Secretary and Head, Marine Pollution Research and
Monitoring Unit in the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO,
Paris where, inter alia, he coordinated the oceanographic research activities that underpinned the plan
for the clean-up of the Persian Gulf after the first Gulf War in 1991.

Chidi Ibe moved to UNIDO, Vienna, in 1995 as Regional Technical Advisor/Director of the
UNDP/UNEP/UNIDO/US-NOAAA Gulf of Guinea Large Marine Ecosystem Program and was in 2003,
Regional Program Advisor (Africa) to UNIDO on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and International
Waters. He became a Regional Director, GCLME in 2004 and in 2006, the First Executive Secretary of the
Interim Guinea Current Commission(IGCC) embodying 16 coastal African countries from Guinea Bissau to
Angola. He was a 1998 Nominee for the prestigious Sultan Qaboos Prize for the Environment for
promoting the Ecosystem Approach to marine environmental and resources management. Prof Ibe has
singly or jointly produced 18 books, over 100 Technical Papers and about 50 consultancy reports for the
private sector, governments and the United Nations in the wider field of Oceanography.
An Independent Expert on Energy, Environment and Climate Change since 2008, Prof. Ibe was in 2011
designated a Distinguished Scholar in Diaspora by the Nigerian National Universities Commission (NUC) in
which capacity he is presently visiting the Institute for Natural Resources, Environment and Sustainable
Development at the University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria. He was previously a University Pro Chancellor
(2008-11). He is a Fellow of the Nigerian Academy of Science and an Adviser to the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network-Nigeria.

Dr. Yousuf Maudarbocus
Immediate Past President, Mauritius Academy of Science and Technology
Dr. Maudarbocus graduated at the prestigious Imperial College of Science and
Technology, University of London, where he also pursued his postgraduate
studies. After obtaining his DIC, M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Physics and a spell on the
academic staff of Imperial College, he joined the University of Mauritius in 1974
and was instrumental in setting up the largest low- frequency radio telescope in
the Southern Hemisphere, jointly with the Raman Research Institute and the Indian Institute of
Astrophysics.
Dr. Maudarbocus left the University of Mauritius in 1988, as Associate Professor in Physics, to join the
ARCT, a joint UNECA/AU regional organization based in Dakar, Senegal, as Director of Education and
Training. After two years, he moved to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, Austria,
where he was responsible for the programming, design, formulation, implementation and monitoring of
technical cooperation projects using nuclear techniques in fifteen countries in Africa, until his retirement
in 2002. When the IAEA won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005, he received a Letter of Appreciation from the
Nobel Committee for his contribution. Upon his return to Mauritius, he was instrumental in setting up the
first interactive science museum in Mauritius in his capacity as the first Chairman of the Rajiv Gandhi
Science Centre. He was a member of Council and Chairman of Staff Committee of the University of
Mauritius from 2005 to 2012 and President of the Mauritius Academy of Science and Technology (MAST)
from 2012 to 2015., He is currently Chairman of the Radiation Protection Council, and Vice-Chair of the
Network of African Science Academies (NASAC), which is the umbrella organisation for all science
academies in Africa.

Dr. Maudarbocus is also active on the social front, having been President of the Lions Club in Vienna,
Austria, and Port- Louis, Mauritius. In October 2010, he received the Lions International President’s Award
from Oak Brook, USA, for outstanding humanitarian service. He is a Melvin Jones Fellow of Lions
International.

Dr. Yunus D. Mgaya
Executive Secretary, Tanzania Academy of Sciences
Professor Yunus D. Mgaya is a Professor of Aquatic Science. He obtained a Bachelor
of Science in Zoology and Marine Biology from the University of Dar es Salaam in
1986. In 1989 he obtained a Masters in Fisheries Biology from British Columbia
University in Canada. In 1991 he joined the University of Ireland and obtained his
PhD in Aquaculture in 1995. He has received several academic awards including
one from Commonwealth and Irish Government. He has published widely in his area of specialization. His
publications include more than 70 journal papers. He has also published Book and book chapters. Among
his important publications include “Genetic variation at three polymorphic loci in wild and hatchery stocks
of the abalone Haliotis tuberculata, published in the journal Aquaculture, 136: 71-80 (1995)”; “Effect of
social and economic drivers on choosing aquaculture as a coastal livelihood published in the journal Ocean
and Coastal Management 73: 22-30 (2013)”; “Perceptions of rule-breaking related to marine ecosystem
health, published in the journal PLOS ONE 9(2): 1-8 (2014)”; and a book titled “Tanzania Mariculture Issue
Profile” published by the University of Rhode Island Coastal Resources Centre, in the USA (1999).
Prof. Mgaya has also supervised many masters and PhDs candidates. He is a member of various
professional bodies including Asian Fisheries Society, Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association
and Network of Tropical Aquaculture Scientists. Professor Mgaya is an experienced administrator having
held various administration positions at the University of Dar es Salaam. He currently serves as the
Executive Secretary of the Tanzania Commission for Universities.

Dr. Driss Ouazar
Professor, Hassan II Academy of Science and Technology
Driss Ouazar graduated from Ecole Mohammadia d’Ingénieurs (EMI) with a
degree in Hydraulic Engineering (1977) and got a PhD from the University of
Luick, Belgium (January 1983). He continued lecturing and supervising students
while also acting as the head of the hydraulic department at EMI since 1983.
By the end of 1986, he was promoted full professor of Civil Engineering and Computational Methods at
EMI where he is still acting as a professor and head of the Hydro-Systems Analysis Laboratory, originally
an associated entity to the National Research Council of Morocco. He established a Doctoral School on
Water and Environment. His areas of research interest include Computational techniques (Finite Element,
Finite Volume and Boundary Element Methods, Optimization) for engineering and scientific analysis and
design with emphasis on water resources, environment, hydraulics and hydrodynamics, Computer Aided
Design, Computer Assisted Software Engineering including Object Oriented Design and Implementation,

Artificial Intelligence and Expert Systems. Industrial experience highlights a program of continuing
education incorporating hydraulics and environmental software and computational water resources. His
research is recently focused on sustainable integrated water resources development under climate
change constraints. He has developed a series of research linkages between EMI and other institutions all
over the world. He is co-founder of the International Conferences: Maghreb Colloquium on Numerical
Methods for the Engineer in 1987, International Conference on Computer Methods and Water resources
in 1988, Saltwater Intrusion and Coastal Aquifers (SWICA) in 2001, the Third International Conference on
Hydraulic Engineering Software Applications (Hydrosoft 1990), Massachusetts, USA, April 1990, the
International Conference on Computer Methods and Water Resources held at Ecole Mohammadia
d’Ingénieurs Rabat, Morocco in March 1988 and October, 1991, and in Lebanon 1995, 1998. He has also
co-organized successfully many other advanced courses and workshops on computational hydraulics for
African and Middle East participants.
Dr. Ouazar has been appointed adjunct professor at the University of Delaware, Water Resources
program, USA. He was also invited professor in France, UK, Italy, Japan and USA. He is a member of the
High Water Council and Climate of Morocco and in the Scientific Board of the National Research Council,
and the LIRIMA Board. He was Co-editor and in editorial Board of HYDROSOFT International Journal now
included in Advances in Water Resources, reviewer for many international journals in applied numerical
analysis and water resources issues and the author of several journal papers, book chapters, books and
conference papers. He developed amongst other software oriented models, a numerical model of the
strait of Gibraltar. He is also the Moroccan representative of the International Association of Hydrological
Sciences. He benefited from many grants from European Union, IDRC, CRSNG, US AID, NSF, BC, bi and
multilateral cooperation, including the public and private sector in Morocco. Research topics include
watershed management, groundwater modelling, facing climate changes and adaptation, etc.
Since 2006, he was nominated as a Resident Member of the Academy Hassan II of Science and Technology,
by King Mohamed VI of Morocco. In 2011 he promoted the first scientific of the Journal of the Academy
and he is acting as the Executive Director Frontiers in Science and Engineering International Journal. He is
also member of the Works Commission, and acts as a general chairman for 2013. In March 2013, he was
promoted as Director of High National Scholl of Mines in Rabat. In July 2014, he was nominated by the
King Mohamed VI of Morocco at Higher Council of Education, Training and Scientific Research and also
elected in the Scientific Research Commission. In March 2016, he was nominated in the scientific
committee of COP 22 Morocco (Conference of Parties).

Prof. Cherif Sammari
Professor, National Institute of Marine Sciences and Technology, Tunisia
Sammari Cherif holds a PhD degree in 1990 at the University of Aix-Marseille II
(France). He is a professor at the National Institute of Marines Sciences and
Technologies (INSTM- Salammbo) and is very active in the field of marine scientific
research. He has coordinated and implemented several national and international
projects. His research is focused primarily on the hydrodynamic studies in the Mediterranean. Sammari
Cherif is the Head of laboratory of the Marine Environment since 2002 and is a member of several national
and international committees. He is the representative of Tunisia at IOC/UNESCO since 2004 and was

Vice-Chair of IOC/UNESCO from 2007 to 2011. Sammari is the author of several scientific articles. Finally,
since 2003, Sammari is involved in projects to build capacity in marine science in Africa.

Global Young Academy Participants
Dr. Jonathan C. Anyanwu
Lecturer, Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Nigeria
Jonathan Anyanwu is a lecturer at the Federal University of Technology,
Owerri, Imo State of Nigeria. His love for nature made him study Biological
Sciences (Botany Option) at the Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria.
After his Mandatory one year National Youth Service (NYSC), he proceeded to complete a M.Sc. in
Environmental Management at the Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka in 2007 where he emerged as the
best graduating student for that year. He later obtained a PhD in Geography and Meteorology with
specialization in Biogeography from Nnamdi Azikiwe University in 2012. He has been lecturing since 2007
when he joined the department of Biological Sciences at Tansian University, Umunya, Nigeria. His research
interests include Ecology, Environmental Management and Biogeography. He was acting Head of
Department, Biological Science, Tansian University, Umunya from 2008-2009, Lecturer-in-charge of
College of Natural Science, Tansian University, Umunya from 2009-2010 and currently the Postgraduate
Coordinator, Department of Environmental Sciences, Federal University of Technology, Owerri.
He is a member of various organizations including the Society for Occupational Safety and Environmental
Health (SOSEH), Environmental Managers Association of Nigeria (EMAN) and the Nigerian Environmental
Society (NES). He has published both novels and articles of research such as: The gods are not Asleep (a
novel. How to Achieve a Resounding Success in any Examination, and The Last Battle for Democracy in
Kakusta Republic (a satire on military rule).

Dr. Utibe Ita Daniel
Doctor, University of Port Harcourt
Dr. Utibe Ita Daniel hold a PhD degree in Fisheries and Hydrobiology obtained from
the Department of Animal and Environmental Biology in the University of Port
Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria in 2012 where he is currently
lecturing. He started lecturing professionally in 2003 as an Agricultural science
Lecturer in the Cross River University of Science and Technology as a corps member and was later
appointed an Assistant Lecturer after my M.Sc. graduation from the University of Port Harcourt in 2007.
He has taught courses in both post graduate and under graduate programs.
He has research experience in plankton studies, aqua-toxicology and pollution studies, bioaccumulation
studies of heavy metal, and the impact of dredging on fih, sediment, and water in the Niger Delta, Nigeria.
He is currently working on the effects of climate change desertification, fishermen living condition, fishing
gear/craft and their adaptability; Fish collection from different waterbodies in the Niger Delta region
aimed at determining endangered species and working out modalities of protecting them and
recommending appropriate models; and Seafood safety studies aimed at elucidating the effects of
pollution on fish mortality, growth, reproduction, haematology and proximate composition.

Dr. Etinosa O. Igbinosa
Senior Lecturer and Research Group Leader, University of Benin, Benin CityNigeria
I earned my BSc, MSc and PhD degrees in Microbiology at the Ambrose Alli
University, Ekpoma-Nigeria, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife-Nigeria and
University of Fort Hare, Alice, South Africa respectively. My research expertise falls within the aegis of
Applied and Environmental Microbiology with particular emphasis in wastewater/water quality and
molecular epidemiology, bioactive compounds of health and biotechnological importance, novel
antimicrobials and antibiotic resistance reservoirs.
At the professional level, I have developed research program for basic science in research education,
training and career development. My mandate is to transform existing research to improve public and
environmental health and to provide leadership in training the next generation of scientists and increasing
the diversity of the scientific workforce, for a changing paradigm in science. I have conducted important
research addressing a variety of biological challenges affecting wastewater and water quality, freshwater
quality, microbial risk assessment and effect of climate change on vector and water-borne diseases and
their transmission dynamics. My research is a focal point for addressing the myriad of challenges in the
water sector with the overarching aim evaluating some key emerging challenges in microbial water quality
and safety as a vehicle for skill and capacity development in water science in Nigeria and South Africa.
My research findings have created opportunities for postgraduate training and collaborations with
eminent academics within and outside Nigeria. My research findings, has led to several publications in ISI
reputable peer-reviewed journals. I have h-index factor of 16 with over 1205 total citations. In 2015, I
established my research group called Applied Microbial Processes and Environmental Health Research
Group in the University of Benin, and the group is currently made up of 15 research students at the
Master’s and Doctoral levels.
I am a recipient of several awards and fellowships as UFH-GMRDC (2007-2009), UKZN Postdoctoral Scholar
2010, TWAS Young Affiliates (2011-2015), BMGF-UNESCO-IHE Fellowship 2012, STS Future Leaders
Initiative JSPS fellowship award 2012, TWAS-UNESCO Associateship scheme (2013-2015), CNPq-TWAS
Postdoctoral Fellowship 2013, ASLP Fellow 2015, IAP Young Scientist 2015, Robert Bosch-ESOF 2016,
Alexander von Humboldt Fellow 2016, research grants from the TETfund, IFS, TWAS and several travel
grants. Apart from my direct research interest, I am also passionate about science development and the
role of science in broader society.

Dr. Thierry Hoareau
Research Fellow, University of Pretoria
Thierry Hoareau is a senior researcher in Genetics at the University of Pretoria (South
Africa). He is one of the core team members of the Molecular Ecology and Evolution
Programme, and leads a group that tackles ecological and evolutionary questions
related to the marine environment.

He holds a PhD in the fields of marine biology and genetics, and has taken part in multiple projects in
Réunion, France and South Africa. He has a sustained research activity facilitated by multiple research
grants, continuous mentoring activities and a large collaborative network including multiple countries
from the western Indian Ocean region, West Africa, Europe and North America.
He has published 20 papers in marine biology and genetics, some in high profile peer review journals, has
been invited to present his work at conferences and has often served as a referee in the peer review
process of international journals. He has participated in several board meetings, round tables and
workshops in marine sciences in South Africa.
His main research objective is to better understand the processes and factors influencing the demography
of species of conservation interest (e.g. fisheries). Another interest is the development of the GenAfrica
initiative, which aims at strengthening the skills of African scientists in the field of biodiversity and
molecular ecology.

Dr. C. Prakash Khedun
Senior Lecturer, University of Mauritius
Prakash Khedun is a Senior Lecturer in Earth and Ocean Sciences at the University
of Mauritius. He holds a BEng (Hons) in Civil Engineering and an MSc in
Environmental Engineering from the University of Mauritius, and a PhD in Water
Management and Hydrological Science from Texas A&M University. His research
interests include water resources management, data mining, and the influence of climate change and
climate variability on the hydrological cycle. His doctoral work was on the effect of large scale climate
teleconnections on water availability and his post-doctoral research included the mining of water
consumption data to unveil water use patterns and behaviors. Prakash has published in several leading
academic journals; one of his articles, published in the American Society of Civil Engineer’s Journal of
Hydrologic Engineering, received the 2015 Best Forum Article Award.
His current research focusses on extreme events that may be related to climate change, coastal flooding,
and the study of the hydrological cycle and processes from source to sea in small island developing states.
Prakash joined the newly created Faculty of Ocean Studies at the University of Mauritius in 2015. The aim
of the faculty is to train the human resources necessary to develop the ocean economy in Mauritius. He
has co-designed several courses and organized numerous workshops on capacity building. He advocates
for interdisciplinary programs that include not just a strong component of oceanography and marine
sciences, but also other disciplines such as economics, entrepreneurship, policy, sociology, etc.

Dr. Louis Kotzé
Research Professor, North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa
Dr. Louis Kotzé is Research Professor of Law at the Faculty of Law, North-West
University (Potchefstroom Campus), South Africa where he also teaches in the postgraduate LLM programme in Environmental Law and Governance. He is serving a
concurrent term as Visiting Professor of Environmental Law at the University of Lincoln,
United Kingdom.
He is the author, co-author, and co-editor of over 90 publications on themes related to South African,
regional and global environmental law. His recent books include: Global Environmental Governance: Law
and Regulation for the 21st Century (Edward Elgar, 2012); Research Handbook on Human Rights and the
Environment (with Anna Grear (eds)-Edward Elgar, 2015); Transboundary Governance of Biodiversity
(with Thilo Marauhn (eds)-Brill Nijhoff, 2014); and Global Environmental Constitutionalism in the
Anthropocene (Hart Publishing, 2016). His research focuses on the Anthropocene, environmental
constitutionalism, human rights, and global environmental governance. He is Co-editor of the Journal of
Human Rights and the Environment (Edward Elgar) and Deputy-director of the Global Network for Human
Rights and the Environment. He also serves on the International Law Association’s Committee on the Role
of Law in Sustainable Natural Resources Management for Development.

Dr. Angus Macdonalad
Lecturer, University of KwaZulu-Natal
Dr. Macdonald obtained his PhD in 2011 from University of KwaZulu-Natal
and is a lecturer in the School of Life Sciences. He is interested in benthic
organisms and their ecology, and has been involved in a variety of studies
both in the field and in the laboratory. He has previously studied benthic
environments ranging from the Pondoland coast to northern Mozambique. He is experienced in the
identification and classification of shallow reefal environments and benthos from this region.
His postgraduate focus was on speciation and population genetics in hard corals from South Africa and he
is consequently experienced in genetic research techniques. Currently he is involved in examining relative
genetic connectivity between populations of marine organisms (bait fish, sharks, reef coral, zoanthids,
echinoderms, mollusks) in the south West Indian Ocean. He has lectured in the Molecular Biology, School
of Life Science, UKZN.

Mr. Nadeem Nazurally
Lecturer, University of Mauritius, Reduit
Nadeem did his HSC at the Royal College Curepipe. He developed a keen interest
in Ocean Science and Aquaculture since early school days due to his passion for
environmental protection and active conservation. He received his BSc in Marine
Science and Technology in 2007 from the University of Mauritius. After spending
1 year in a private marine consultancy firm, he joined UoM for an MSc in Solid
Waste and Resource Management linking aquaculture and waste management for his thesis due to the
increasing interest in marine aquaculture and environmental impacts.
After graduation, he enrolled for an MPhil/PhD in Aquaculture and Ocean Sciences entitled “Potential of
Integrated Aquaculture in the Republic of Mauritius” partly funded by the Mauritius Research Council.
Currently, Nadeem is a Lecturer at the University of Mauritius since August 2014 and he has designed two
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) short courses in Sustainable Aquaculture and in Ocean
Economy. Nadeem has also designed and worked with a colleague to mount an MSc Ocean Economy and
Entrepreneurship course at the UoM. He is actively involved in social works and environmental
conservation whereby he is the President of EcoMode Society (NGO) since 2012 with project fully funded
from GEF/SGP/UNDP.

Dr. Hema Rughoonundun
Ex-Lecturer, University of Mauritius
Hema Rughoonundun is an environmental engineer with an interest in
renewable energy. She holds a first class BEng (Hons) in Chemical and
Environmental Engineering from the University of Mauritius, and was awarded a
scholarship from the French Government to pursue a Diplôme d’Etudes
Supérieures Spécialisées (equivalent to an MS) in Tropical Environmental Science and Management from
the Université de la Reunion. In 2007/08, through a Fulbright scholarship, she conducted doctoral
research at the Artie McFerrin Department of Chemical Engineering at Texas A&M University. She
completed her PhD in environmental engineering in 2012, and pursued two years of post-doctoral
research at Texas A&M University.
Her current area of research is renewable energy from biomass with a focus on second generation biofuel.
She has worked on chemical and mechanical pretreatment of biomass, and studied the anaerobic
digestion and mixed-acids fermentation (carboxylate route to ethanol production) of biomass. Her latest
work was the development of a high-solids saccharification methodology to successfully assess
pretreatment efficiency.
Hema believes that algae represent an excellent resource that will have to be sustainably exploited to
benefit SIDS and other African coastal states for the production of biofuel, pharmaceuticals, and other
products.

Dr. Amos Saurombe
Professor, University of South Africa
Dr. Amos Saurombe received his Doctorate in law (LLD) from the North West
University in 2011. Prior to that he also received a Master’s Degree (LLM) from the
University of the Western Cape & Amsterdam law School- Joint programme. In
2004 he was hired as a Lecturer at the University of Fort Hare. In 2006 he was
appointed Lecturer at North West University. In 2009 he was hired as Senior Lecturer at the University of
South Africa (Unisa). In 2012 he rose to the rank of Associate Professor before receiving full Professorship
in 2014. He currently serves as the Head of Graduate Studies, Research and Innovation in the College of
Law. He is a ‘Y’ NRF rated researcher, a member of the Southern African Academy of Science (SAYAS) and
Chair of the SADC/SAPOA Universities Research Board. He writes and presents widely on issues of regional
integration, international trade law and Intellectual Property Rights. He has published 27 accredited
papers, 7 chapters in books and presented 6 Keynote Addresses at international conferences.

