
A Decadal Plan, still in finalisation mode, offers a framework to turn the policy intents outlined in the White Paper into

actions. An 'expanded and transformed NSI' is one of seven enablers designed to facilitate systemic and sustained

change to bring about the step change needed for a thriving NSI. It is an opportunity to shift transformation into higher

gear by steering higher education institutions to move beyond incremental change toward more transformative

approaches of 'business unusual'. One way of doing this is to apply a decolonial lens to reshape how we research and

engage with the research participants. A decolonial lens in the context of research production can mean numerous

things, including recognising that:

• Transformation goes beyond broadening access, representation, and eradicating discriminatory practices to

include practices that honour indigenous approaches to knowing the world. We need to challenge the

assumptions of traditional epistemologies and methodologies of knowledge production. This does not mean we

need to reject Western methods and theories but rather explore a bridge between indigenous and Western,

which is appropriate and beneficial for local communities.

• Transformation requires the interconnection and coordination of many paradigms, including indigenous, feminist,

and antiracist approaches to academic research. Knowledge production is a political process, and we need to

advance epistemic ideologies based on lived experiences and seek to bring marginalised voices to the fore.

• Knowledge production in South Africa has been imbricated in colonial histories and politics of power and needs to

be re-evaluated in terms of its assumptions, processes, and outputs. It means prioritising bottom-up theories of

socio-economic change and transformation, cultural competencies, and lived experiences. It also means

populating our reading lists, references, and citations with critical voices from the Global South.

• Practising reflexivity is essential when engaging with the research participants. A reflexive approach means that

advantaged groups critically reflect on their privileged position and their relation to other groups as a way to take

responsibility. There is a potential dilemma of being within and part of the power structure that we intend to

critique, and thus, complicit in perpetuating power dynamics that privilege some people over others.

• The principle that research should demonstrate societal impact is underscored. Firstly, research can maintain and

enhance the STI sector's contribution to national priorities, including increasing productivity and wellbeing to

achieve economic growth, which will enable South Africa to engage effectively with current and future national

and global challenges. Secondly, the focus on impact keeps us accountable and helps us ensure the best

possible return on investments that we, as a society, are making in research.

• We need to draw on participatory approaches in our work. Working towards social change requires conscious

reflection by the people involved in analysing and evaluating questions of morals and values and how their lived

conditions can influence ideas about the course of actions to take. We need to facilitate spaces to reflect on

underlying values, world views, and experiences together and codesign responses and recommendations.

Perhaps we now need a platform for dialogue and debate about how current practices and procedures can be

imbued with decolonial awareness.

• Since the Decadal Plan is still in finalisation mode, the author has drawn from a presentation titled Progress on the  Development 

of the 2021-2031 STI Decadal Plan delivered by the DSTI Director General, Mr Mjwara on 1 June 2021.

• https://www.dst.gov.za/index.php/media-room/latest-news/2773-minister-welcomes-approval-of-new-science-technology-and-

innovation-policy
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The transformation project in the South African National System of Innovation (NSI) 

remains on the 2019 White Paper on Science, Technology, and Innovation agenda. 

The past Minister of Science and Technology, Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane, has 

promised over the next 15 years, the new policy will chart a new path to unleashing 

South Africa's full potential towards growing the role of science, technology, and 

innovation (STI) into an prosperous and inclusive society. 

https://www.dst.gov.za/index.php/media-room/latest-news/2773-minister-welcomes-approval-of-new-science-technology-and-innovation-policy

