
In her presentation titled “Learning curves from my non-linear career journey”, she shared with the audience the

challenges she has faced during her own career and how she took advantage of opportunities by working very hard to
achieve the goals she set for herself. She firmly believes that “vision never dies” and that “learning is a continuous

process”.

When asked who she admired as a role model, she immediately described the role Prof Olive Shisana, who she worked

with at the Human Sciences Research Council, has played in her academic journey. She passionately shared

experiences of how Prof Shisana introduced her to international scientists when she accompanied her to meetings

overseas and groomed her by growing her confidence in her abilities.

Refilwe has contributed to several studies in the HIV and AIDS field and has established very good collaborative

partnerships locally, regionally and internationally including her long-term collaboration with Prof Stefan Baral at Johns

Hopkins School of Public Health and Prof Patrick Sullivan, Emory University. She was the Chairperson of the Organising

Committee that hosted the 9th SA AIDS Conference in Durban, 11-14 June 2019. More recently, she has co-authored

publications on the epidemiology of the COVID-19 pandemic and participated in several radio interviews engaging

with the public on issues related to the pandemic in ethnic languages.

Her book, “Vision never dies: learning curves from my non-linear career journey” is to be launched on 29 September

2021. You can hear this engaging discussion with Refilwe from this link

(https://www.facebook.com/academyofsa/videos/516793706070018).

ASSAf wishes to extend congratulations to Refilwe on the publication of her book and wish her well for the upcoming

launch.

In conversation with Prof Refilwe Nancy Phaswana-Mafuya

Prof Himla Soodyall (ASSAf EO) kicked off Women’s Month on 3 August 2021 with a conversation
with ASSAf Council Member, Prof Refilwe Nancy Phaswana-Mafuya, currently Professor of

Epidemiology and Public Health, University of Johannesburg. Refilwe has been the recipient of

numerous awards and accolades including the NSTF TW Nkambule Award in recognition of her

outstanding contribution to science, engineering and technology.

Refilwe is a member of the Organisation for Women in Science in the Developing World (OWSD)

and is committed to the advancement of women in science through mentorship and exposing

young female scientists to opportunities across the spectrum of science.
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