
Academies of Science for a better world

The Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) joined other academies from the G20

countries to develop and sign two joint statements on pressing global issues to be

addressed. The statements entitled Pandemic preparedness and the role of science and

Crises: economy, society, law, and culture. Towards a less vulnerable humankind will be
delivered to the G20 Heads of State and Government in October 2021

Since 2017, Science20 (S20) brings together the national academies of science of the G20

countries. In 2021 - under the Italian G20 Presidency - the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei

will host the S20 Summit. This year, the G20 Summit of the Presidents will be preceded by the

Science 20 Summit 2021 which for the first time includes the Social Science and Humanities.

The theme of the S20 Summit is “Preparing for pandemics and has a focus on the concept

of crises. The two joint S20 statements have been developed by two Lincei working groups

(respectively chaired by Prof Giorgio Parisi and Prof Roberto Antonelli) and all the partner
academies.

The statement on Pandemic preparedness and the role of science addresses the following

issues: lessons from Covid-19 and previous pandemics; lessons on pandemic prevention

and early detection; lessons on interventions; proposal of actions (general actions; specific

actions to improve prevention and early detection; specific actions to improve the control

of new pandemic diseases); the need for an International Agreement on Pandemic

Preparedness and Management.

The social science statement on Crises: economy, society, law, and culture. Towards a less vulnerable humankind

addresses the following issues: global challenges and opportunities; fragilities and resilience: towards a less vulnerable

humankind; action map: global coordination for systemic crises; education and research; cultural heritage; social policy

and legal harmonisation; economic actions.

Prof Sabiha Essack, Vice-President and Secretary General of ASSAf, represented the Academy at the Conference that

endorsed the two statements. “ASSAf is able to leverage its networks to take collective action. As a member of the

Network of African Science Academies, the BRICs Academies of Sciences and the Inter-Academy Partnership, South

Africa has the convening power and a seat at the table to brainstorm solutions to pandemic challenges regionally and

globally said Prof Essack. She continued that the Academy has and will continue to host webinars and events with other

partners to advance its mandate and to ensure that our activities highlight local issues but at the same time reflect on

global challenges. “We try to incorporate the views of scholars from the social sciences and humanities working

together with natural and biological scientists facilitate transdisciplinary in our activities”. She indicated that ASSAf will
give effect to the S20 Science Joint Statement by means of advocacy, policy, and practice.

ASSAf’s consensus studies conducted by Members in conjunction with relevant stakeholders play a leading role in using

evidence-based studies to draft recommendations to guide national policies. For example, the Academy is in the

process of commissioning a One Health consensus study and a study on laboratory biosafety and biosecurity in the

Southern African Development Community is already underway. Both studies will assess South Africa’s progress against

the International Health Regulations and pandemic preparedness, including our preparedness for mitigating the silent
pandemic of antimicrobial resistance.

Recommendations from the meeting include the suggestion that countries should adapt international regulations to

their country contexts, taking due cognisance of social, cultural, and economic aspects. International education is key

to building mutual understanding across nation states as well as strong research relationships that enable us to act

together when a crisis hits e.g., the role of our leading scientists in the global pandemic effort. Academies should think
deliberately about how to build those inter-academy relations in such a way that we can act more boldly and more

coherently when the next global crisis hits. Academies of science need to discuss what has been learnt from the

pandemic now in order to do better the next time the world faces a similar challenge. Academies were advised to turn

challenges brought on by Covid-19 to opportunities. For example, India reported that it was able to establish more

laboratories during this period in response to the pandemic. Sharing of knowledge has become even more important. “If

the world does not share knowledge, then Covid will continue to share the world“ concluded the Chairperson Prof

Maria Cristina Marcuzzo. It is critical that academies and scientists do not lose sight of pre-existing unresolved

challenges like poverty, climate change, drug resistant diseases. In summary the common points of importance were

information sharing, collaboration between academies, increased investment in science research and having long term
view and move away from being short sighted.

https://www.assaf.org.za/files/2021/S20%20Joint%20Statement%20Pandemic%20preparedness.pdf
https://www.assaf.org.za/files/2021/Crises%20economy%20society%20law%20and%20culture.pdf

