
In its endeavour to display, promote, and encourage diversity in ASSAf membership and explore areas

to enhance its Membership to be inclusive of all represented in the National System of Innovation (NSI),

the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) launched the ASSAf Roadshows to South African

Universities and Science Institutions 2021 Series on 28 May 2021 starting off in the Limpopo region.

ASSAf hosted its second roadshow on 29 July 2021 with a focus on the Eastern Cape. The roadshow

showcased the work done by Members of other bodies that are affiliated to ASSAf; namely the South

Africa Young Academy of Science (SAYAS) the Organisation for women in the Developing World

(OWSD) and the World Academy of Science (TWAS). It was also an opportunity to provide guidelines

to individuals who are interested in becoming Members. The roadshow strived to reach the full

disciplinary spectrum by following a multi-sectoral approach.

ASSAf Roadshows to South African Universities and Science Institutions 2021 Series 

The session was facilitated by Prof Igle Gledhill, University of the Witwatersrand (WITS). Prof Himla

Soodyall, ASSAf opened the proceedings with an official presentation which set the scene for the

initiative. “The two main mandate areas of the Academy are to honour distinguished scholars and to

provide science advice to government,” said Prof Soodyall.

Prof Nancy Refilwe Phaswana-Mafuya from the University of Johannesburg (UJ), who is also an ASSAf

Council Member, gave an insightful, encouraging, and thought-provoking keynote address

demonstrating the importance of networking. “Networking breaks the boarders and allows one to

reach a greater audience. Therefore, building networks enhances on one’s credibility, visibility, and

impact” argued Prof Phaswana-Mafuya.

The keynote address was followed by presentations from Members of affiliated bodies. OWSD South

African Chapter was represented by Dr Caroline Pule from the University of Cape Town (UCT) who is

also the Vice Chair of the organisation. “I encourage individuals from underrepresented groups to sign

up for the OWSD South Africa Membership. It is an opportunity to network, collaborate and to

influence policy together” encouraged Dr Pule.

SAYAS was represented by Prof Nhlanhla Mpofu from Rhodes University (RU) who is also a member of

the Executive Committee. She illustrated the importance of young scientists. The role of young scientists

of early career researchers go beyond conducting studies into providing evidence-based data which

will allow for sustainable development” suggested Prof Mpofu.

Lastly, TWAS was represented by Prof Iqbal Parker from the University of Cape Town (UCT) who is a

TWAS and ASSAf Fellow. He enlightened the participants on the role that TWAS plays. TWAS is a global

academy with top scientists from the developing world that encourages the involvement of leaders in

Science, Technology and Innovation with the aim of promoting development in the African region

and beyond” argued Prof Parker.

The roadshow was concluded by Dr Stanley Maphosa that indicated that ASSAf is like a tree whose

“roots are the members and the Act that formed the entity, the stem is the council and secretariat

while the branches, leaves and fruits are various activities that the Academy undertakes”. He

indicated that while being a Member of the Academy is the most prestigious achievement that one

can aspire for, there are lots of activities where many people can be involved in at ASSAf, with ASSAf

and through ASSAf.


