
Humanity's greatest challenges – and some of its most promising opportunities – are

increasingly, the world requires effective partnerships between scientists, policymakers
and diplomats.

Science diplomacy takes many forms: When nations come together to negotiate

cooperative agreements on fisheries management or infectious disease monitoring,

they need scientific expertise. When scientists come together for complex multi-national

projects in astronomy or physics, their nations devise diplomatic agreements on

management and financing. And when political relations between two nations are

strained or broken, joint research efforts can give them a way to keep talking – and to
build trust. Today, the need for science diplomacy is growing.

Co-operation is the key to Policy Advice

Today, the need for science diplomacy is growing. In collaboration with the American Association for the

Advancement of Science (AAAS), The World Academy of Science (TWAS) is leading a programme that includes
lectures, workshops, courses and prizes to build a bridge between the worlds of science and diplomacy.

Staff from the ASSAf Liaison team at the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) were invited to participate at the

Annual Science Diplomacy Training course. The course was attended by 58 participants from across the world of whom

24 were from Africa. Two people were considered from each country. One would be a scientist and another a

policymaker especially from the foreign policy or a foreign mission or embassy. This was a new approach that TWAS and
AAAS took for the training event this year.

In his presentation in the session on Science Diplomacy: Introduction and Case Studies, Dr Stanley Maphosa from ASSAf

said that Science academies do not conduct primary research but rather they undertake secondary research. They

set-up panels of experts to look into existing research, find consensus and produce reports for policymakers. These

consensus study reports, policymakers’ booklets, policy briefs and statements are written with policymakers in mind and
make recommendations for policy development, policy implementation and policy evaluation”.

Dr Maphosa made recommendations to stakeholders on what to do in the lead up to the upcoming UN Climate

Change Conference (COP26) to ensure meaningful results. He argued that “I would start off far before the lead to the

UN Climate Change Conference (COP26. Stakeholders (government, private sector, scientists, civil society, media etc.)

need to work together as teams. For instance, scientists in a particular country should work alongside the government

department or ministry responsible for Science, Technology, and Innovation in preparing the technical input to the

meeting. Secondly, it is critical for the national delegation to COP 26 to know who the Sherpa is responsible for the COP

in the Ministry or Department of Foreign Affairs. The stakeholders should also be aware who is the National Focal Point

Person in the government department or ministry that deals with environment and climate change. Academies of

science and individual scientists should also be on the lookout for calls for writers of chapters of the IPCC report. There

are also calls for blog posts, and other information that the country and the global community uses for these IPCC

reports. In the case of ASSAf, the academy produces biennial reports on the state of climate change that are

commissioned by the Department of Science and Innovation. The first report was published in 2017 and the second in

2020. Additionally, the academy attends sessions organised by the Alliance for Collaboration on Climate and Earth
Systems Science (ACCESS) where writers of the IPCC report have been giving feedback”.

“First and foremost an academy of science should be recognized in its country through an Act of Parliament. That

strengthens its legitimacy in a country and gives it easier access to national and international foreign policy institutions.

ASSAf has worked with the DSI to train policymakers, scientists, and diplomats in science diplomacy. A total of 60 South

Africans has been trained ever since. There has been 50 people from SA trained by TWAS and AAAS through the annual

science diplomacy course. These numbers are not as much compared to the population and size of the country.

However, it is a starting point. This year ASSAf and the DSI will be training staff members who are involved in international

relations in different entities of the DSI. Along the way, we have encountered some challenges and learnt some lessons

that are worth mentioning. First, our key challenge is to ensure that those that have been trained put the lessons into

practice. Second, there is a need to have science diplomacy incorporated as a postgraduate course in universities for

those pursuing science and international relations qualifications. Third, science diplomacy needs to be included as part

of the courses for staff members of government departments or ministries who are seconded to missions abroad. Fourth

and last, the establishment of stronger links between the scientific and foreign policy communities is very important for
science diplomacy” Maphosa concluded.

In reaction to the presentation, Omovoh Blessing from Nigeria said “As a scientist, I spend most of my time on my

computer and the laboratory processing and extracting useful information from data sets. I have always wished my

findings and recommendations would affect policy. Now I know where to start from. I will link with the academy of

science in my country”. “Surprisingly, I know very little about science diplomacy despite working in the foreign missions.

This was a good opportunity forme” said Roberta Cantinho from Brazil. “I am very pleased that scientists are taking their
rightful place in policy advice and foreign affairs of their country,” she concluded said.

Science Diplomacy link: https://youtu.be/vEMho6fvTxg

http://www.aaas.org/program/center-science-diplomacy
https://youtu.be/vEMho6fvTxg

