
In 2018, the International Astronomical Union (IAU) announced that the 32nd General

Assembly (GA) of the IAU in 2024 will be hosted in Cape Town. With the National Research

Foundation (NRF) as the official host organisation, this will be the first time in its history that

the IAU GA, one of the world’s biggest astronomy meetings, will be hosted by a country on

the African continent.

The formal invitation to Cape Town was made at the 30th IAU GA in Vienna, Austria and

was made by the South African astronomical community in collaboration with ASSAf and

with strong support from the South African Government and astronomy stakeholders across

the African continent.

In response to the announcement, the then Minister of Science and Technology, Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane

acknowledged that “the award recognises the incredible strides that African astronomy has taken in recent years”.

In a webinar hosted by Prof Himla Soodyall, ASSAf’s Executive Officer, Kevin Govender and Vanessa McBride from the

IAU Office of Astronomy for Development (Cape Town), underscored the 2018 response by Ms Kubayi-Ngubane.

Govender and McBride took the virtual audience on a journey across the African continent, sharing their insights and

highlighting how far astronomy on the continent has come, and how not only South Africa but also Africa has become

a global player, if not leader, in the field of astronomy. They touched on the exciting science being done in Africa; the

incredible infrastructure both current and planned; and the vibrant and growing network of African astronomers.

Kevin Govender is the founding and current director of IAU Office of Astronomy for Development.

Vanessa McBride is an astronomer at the Office of Astronomy for Development, where she works towards bridging the

gap between the community of professional astronomers and the development world with a view to helping

astronomers apply their skills to socioeconomic issues.

Cape Town Assembly – a first for Astronomy in Africa

“It was as if Radio Astronomy in South Africa had been stored in a high-pressure bottle and someone took the cap off”

Peter Dewdney at the History of SKA Conference (3-5 April 2019) – speaking about how amazed he was about how 
South African Radio Astronomy had responded to the challenge and opportunity created by the SKA.

Kevin Govender’s virtual background, a map of the world, clearly depicts the global work

done by the Office of Astronomy for Development.

In closing, the speakers touched on the IAU GA and the unique opportunity that hosting it

in Cape Town brings for Africa. They highlighted that it brings with it an opportunity to

draw attention to the excellent science conducted on the continent, and an opportunity

to show that astronomy and science in general in Africa has global relevance.


