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Expected Outcomes 
• Increase in the number of African universities and research institutes    
 working in the health sector that have the capacity to receive direct health   
 research grants from the Foundation.

• Increase in the number of African institutions in the health sector having the  
 capacity in terms of human resources, physical infrastructure, and conducive   
 internal institutional arrangements to undertake high quality health research   
 and innovations as a result of the project capacity building activities.

• Establishment and description of successful working geographically focused  
 health systems prototypes that seek to deliver impact by linking health   
 research institutions to country health services systems at      
 [regional/state/federal] level starting in Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Kenya and then   
 moving the models to the  rest of Africa.

• More health services policies, programs, and implementation activities   
 informed through utilization of research insights from the data collected   
 through the linkages between research institutions and health research systems  
 starting in Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Kenya and then moving the models to the rest  
 of Africa.

Initiative Objectives 

Greater visibility for African researchers, academic and 
research institutions as generators of research evidence and 
innovations and drivers of adoption of research evidence for 
decision making and policy changes.

More African-led IR and R&D initiatives aligned with national, 
sub-national and regional priority research areas.

A strong network of health innovators and stronger connections 
between academic and research institutions, research outputs and 
decision makers in public and private sectors that drive adoption 
of innovations and evidence-driven changes in policy and practice.

A more enabling IR and R&D environment for African women 
and men academics and early career researchers through the 
establishment of learning, support, and networking 
platforms.

Cross-cutting continent-wide platforms accessible to 
researchers and academics in Africa for: learning and knowledge 
exchange; greater data access and use; strengthening IR and 
R&D practice and fostering faster uptake of innovations.

About the Catalyze Impact Initiative
Africa’s needs to fully embrace and scale up implementation research (IR) and 
R&D as an integrated concept to better link research and practice to 
accelerate the development and delivery of public goods and services such 
as improved health outcomes.

A recent analysis of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation investments 
shows that only 10% of the BMGF funding has been made directly to African 
Grantees, yet Africa faces the most pressing human development needs. 
Most of the research is therefore conducted in the global north research 
institutions.
This initiative aims to increase the number of African universities and 
research institutes that can capably test, and adopt evidence and innovations 
generated from health, agriculture, economics research as global public 
goods to achieve health impact. This will ultimately result in a strengthened 
ecosystem for Implementation Research in Africa, anchored on a network of 
highly capacitated academic and research institutions on the continent.
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